“This is an angry and a hopeful book, and, like everything Paul Farmer
has written, it has both passion and authority.”

TRACY KIDDER, author of The Soul of a New Machine and Home Town

PATHOLO

SR

HEALTH, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND THE NEW WAR ON THE POOR

PAUL FARMER




“Pathologies of Power is an eloquent plea for a working definition of human rights that
would not neglect the most basic rights of all: food, shelter, and health. This plea has
special potency because it comes from Paul Farmer, a person who has proven that the
dream of universal and comprehensive human rights is possible, and who has brought
food, shelter, health, and hope to some of the poorest people on this earth.”
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“Paul Farmer is an original: a powerful writer, an insightful theorist, and a human
rights activist on behalf of the health needs of some of the poorest and most excluded
people on the planet. Pathologies of Power brings together all his strengths, as a
thinker and an activist. Every health worker, human rights teacher, and government
official who seeks to improve the health status and life chances of their fellow human
beings simply must read this book.”
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“Farmer’s brilliance and charisma leap from the pages of his book. He challenges us
to face the urgent theoretical and political challenges of the twenty-first century
by linking structural violence to embodied social suffering and in the process calls for
a new definition of human rights. Once this book is out, we will no longer be able to
remain complacently—or rather, complicitly—on the sidelines.”
PHILIPPE BOURGOIS Ficicanor ane Chair, Tenari wi of Aaimopolony,
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“Paul Farmer is a great doctor with massive experience working against the hardest of
diseases in the most adverse circumstances, and at the same time he is a proficient
and insightful anthropologist. Farmer's knowledge of maladies such as AIDS and
drug-resistant tuberculosis, which he fights on bebalf of his indigent patients, is hard
to match. But what is particularly relevant in appreciating the contribution of this
powerful book is that Farmer is a visionary analyst who looks beyond the details of
fragmentary explanations to seek an integrated understanding of a complex reality.”
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